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Abstract

This study aimed to determine general consumer awareness of and attitudes toward insects. Data were collected through a
survey and statistically analyzed using 944 questionnaires. The results revealed that 33.9% of the individuals had personal
experience with insects, 72.9% raised longicorn beetles and stag beetles, and 29.9% viewed insects at insect museums.
Preferences by age group were the highest for those under 10 years (81.8%), next for those 60 and older (77.8%), and
teenagers (63.6%). The most influential factor was the “external image of insects.” Therefore, first developing insects with
a unique appeal or good images is necessary. Insect phobia received a score of 2.19 points (out of 5), indicating that “insect
care,” which is the core of insect therapy, helps form a positive attitude. These results are expected to improve awareness of
the insect industry as a whole and reduce psychological entry barriers for consumers by increasing the value of insects and
fostering positive preferences for them as healing resources.
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Insect appearance image

Scientific knowledge and curiosity
Benefits of nature/environment/ecology
Physical characteristics/behavioral habits
Positive experiences/memaories
Children(grandchildren) like it

Safety

Other

Fig. 1. Reasons for having a positive attitude toward insects. (N=208/unit=%)
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Insect appearance image
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Physical characteristics 13.7
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Negative experiences

Other
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Fig. 2. Reasons for having negative attitudes toward insects. (N=197/unit:%)
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Table 1. Insect phobia factor analysis
Variable Fact.or Figen Varianc.e Cronbach’s @ Mean’
loading value Explanation
Factor name: Insect phobia 4.756 67.940 0.895 2.19
[ have a fear of insects that are so small that I don't know
1 s 756 2.27
when or where they will jump out
I feel like I might get hurt by the shape of the insect
. . 716 2.17
(thorns, hairs, protrusions, etc.)
The irregular behavior of insects causes discomfort .699 2.13
I am afraid because I don't know how to deal with insects 690 241
themselves
Insects are one of the things I fear .656 2.19
I feel like insects might spread diseases to my body .640 1.68
IfI encountered.an in.sect right now, [ would ask someone 599 2.50
to help me get rid of it
Cumulative value of explained variance = 67.94%, KMO = 0.920
Bartlett's sphericity test approximate chi-square = 956.668 (df = 21. p {0.00)
*1 =Not at all true. 5 = Very true
Foe] Ex = 104 UITH81.8%), 60H ©1/3(77.8%), sttt B4 A= QoFsHH o2y} 2t
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